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FIBERGRAMME
Weavers of Orlando Newsletter - March-April, 1996. Vol 20, No.2

April 19,20,21, Mary Erf-Shaker Towels
Meeting & Workshop-9:00 AM-Mt.Dora
~ay -Guild Picnic - NOTE CHANGE-Margaret Johnson's Park
June I-Berna Lowenstein-Spindle Spinning
Maitland - 10:00 a.m.
July 6-Audrey Smith & Diane Click -Tricks
of the Trade (see article)
Aug.3 -Tentative- Convergence Experiences
Sept 7 - Guild Auction
Oct.18,19,20-Donna Mueller Workshop
Maitland

Nov.2-LaVonne Robertson-Discharge Fabric
Workshop- Maitland- I 0:00
DEC-Holiday Party-TBA
APRIL MEETING DISPLAY OF SHAKER
TOWELS STARTS 9:00 A.M. SHARP
Shaker Towels are a joy to Mary Erf. So much so
that she wants others to experience their beauty and
the joy of weaving them. It is not just the patterns;
most weavers can follow a draft. It is the technique
that produces fine-quality towels. This is what she
teaches in her workshops.
Erfneeds as much time as possible for her workshop. This is the reason the Guild Meeting will
start at 9:00 a.m. The business meeting, unless
an unexpected need arises, will be eliminated, and
Ms Erfwill limit her lecture to 45 min. or less.
For those not attending the workshop, it may seem
like a long trip for that short talk. HOWEVER, you
will miss the _great opportunity to SEE her lovely
towels and other items on display.

CELEBRATION OF THE GUILD
MEMBERS AT MARCH MEETING
Attractive pins were awarded to all new
and regular members of the guild. The
·.president and Garnet Knoblock, Chr.of
the Committee,presented the pins,giving
the dates each member joined, and also
humorous incidents of the long-time
members.
The pins are black enamel with the
_logo (designed by Mike Chambers) in gold.
Lorna is mailing pins to those who were
not at the meeting. All members should be
proud to wear the new pins at meetings,
Conference and Convergence.
TERLOUW GIVES INTERESTING
SLIDE SHOW AND LECTURE
Slides showing hangings of the weaving
children of Harrania put many adults to
shame. Ramses Wissa Wassef, professor
of Architecture, pedagogue, potter,
glazier and weaver, wanted to give the
children an interest in their heritage.
He assembled 8-10 year olds and gave
them an opportunity to weave whatever
they wanted. Their creativity and colors
proved his sponsorship a most worthy
cause.

NEW OFFICERS AND CHAIRMEN
TO RECEIVE HELP
The out-going officers have offered to
help the newly elected officers. ELLEN
TURNER, vice president, and KAY
Tomkins MARTIN, treasurer, to
correlate their duties.
Both Diane Click, Membership, and
Rudell Kopp, demonstrations, have had
to resign due to conflicting hours with
their work. Gloria Corbet will chair
Demonstrations and Ann Nunnally
will assume Membership.

Don't Forget to Bring Your Items to
Conference for the GUILD TABLE
or give to Jane Plante (we will have
two tables.)
·.

Fibergramme is a newsletter of the
Weavers of Orlando. Send material by
next meeting to Kay Lee, 1025 Wildmere
Cove, Longwood, Fl. 321S0-S513,or call
407-339-S457.

Letter from the President - Omitted this month- We're all busy with FlWG activities and the
editor wouldn't give Loma time to send her message-because Art is too busy to help with
mailing this time, so Kay will take the paper to her study group and they will do the folding,
stapling, stamping, etc.
President Loma wants all to know she appreciated the patience of members when the Art Center
was locked and no one had a key. This is why she wanted to give everyone an opportunity to
speak at the meeting. It may have made the meeting long, but without a board meeting, she had
no way of knowing what might be on the minds of members.
LORNA says: the May guild picnic will be at Margaret Johnson's Park. See map last page.
Once inside the complex, there are signs to the park.
Bring dish-to-pass, own dishes, silver and cups. Spouses welcome .

........

. ....

The March Meeting - Dreary and rainy - just the kind of day to sleep in or curl up with a book. Definitely
not the time to gulp down your coffee and head for the Maitland Art Center at 9:00 a.m. for a board
meeting. But you do it. The president needed you and you arrived on time.
Why all the cars out front with people sitting in them, you wondered. The building is locked.
the key-holder has not arrived. Eventually we gain access (10:00ish), but it is too late for a board
meeting. Chairs and tables are quickly set up while the coffee is perking.
The president calls us to order. What the board could have easily dispensed with in few minutes
now becomes longated as members vocalize their many opinions, delaying the program presentation.
Show 'n tell becomes more tell than show. Even with the chairpersons keeping their reports brief: and the
president moving rapidly, the celebration presentation was cut short and Betty, knowing members had to
stuff FTWG packets, didn't give her usual extra stories with the slides.
Lorna's board meetings give the chair people time to express· what they feel you
want. But, you want your input as this is YOUR GUILD.... THEN....
CHANGING NEW OFFICERS TO
BECOME ACTIVE IN JANUARY
Since our fiscal year now starts in Jan,
MULL THESE PROBLEMS OVER:
should we move the elections to Dec. to
allow the new officers to take over in
WORKSHOPS- In the past the whole
January? Lorna has appointed a
membership voted on choosing the kind
committee to look into this matter. If
of workshop they wanted from a leader.
you have opinions or suggestions, please
People who had no intention of taking
call Lorna or Audrey, Ellen,Betty or Kay
the-workshop may choose one that is
Lee before Mar.22 when they will meet.
not popular with those who plan to take
LONG MEETINGS- Our president
from the leader. In that case either the
has
done a great job of keeping the
guild is stuck with paying extra or has to
meetings short by having a board
cancel. Should only those who sign up
meeting before regular meeting. This
for the workshop vote?
past month, due to ''no key to open the
On the other hand, you may not know
"the board had to be cancelled,
building,
whether you want to take the workshop
resulting in a longer meeting than was
unless you know what it will be. Ellen
anticipated. You want your input and
Turner is forming a committee to look
this is your guild. Lorna's idea is do it
into this matter. Let her know your
through committees. Each chair is to
thoughts by phone or letter, and she will
have a committee. The chair uerson is to
report to the guild. Tell her now--don't
report at the board meeting and then prewait until meeting time. If you don't like
sent the ideas to the group. Saves time.
the committee's decision, and you didn't
It will ONLY work if you, as a member,
give her your thoughts, you're out - oflet the committees know what you like,
luck.
·
your problems and/or suggestions.
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PROFILE OF A FIBER ARTIST
JANE PLANTE

ii,

I became intrigued with spinning and dyeing the yarns many years ago when I saw
it being demonstrated while we were on vacation someplace. I bought a book and sent
away for information about all kinds of wheels. Then it dawned on me - "What would I
do with all of that 'stuff' after it was spun?" So I forgot about it for awhile. I took a
natural dyeing class with Mary Francis Davidson and found Wovenware in Orlando. So I
asked for a loom for Christmas. The only one in the shop was a beautiful cherry, eightharness Norwood, so that's what I got and still have, although four of those harnesses
spent many years in my closet. By then, I had met Kay Lee and bought a spinning wheel
and taken classes with Connie Rimer.
I spent lots of time spinning lots oflumpy wool and weaving plain weave or very
simple twills, because I couldn't read a .draft. I think I still sometimes read them
backwards!
By then I had joined Weavers of Orlando and met Betty TerLouw, who invited me
to join a study group. I didn't make it to her house very often because, I developed low
blood sugar and kept blacking out in the car, hating to get very far from home. I still
couldn't read a draft and didn't weave very much.
The workshop I took with Betsy Blumenthal was very important to me and my
weaving, because I could extend my painting into my weaving and I finally could read
some drafts in huck! Hurray!
Beyond basic weaving has been one of the most difficult things for me to learn.

I 'm totally a texture-color person and only want to find a weave structure I like and just
give me the recipe.
I spend much more time weaving these days than at the easel and have bitten the
bullet and registered for Convergence '96. These days all of my friends are either artists
or weavers (fiber artists, Audrey) and I'm truly grateful to the WoO. I could have never
done some of my best work without a telephone and a guild member at the other end.
Oh, Forgot to mention my family ... husband of nearly 35 years, Donnie, three sons,
one daughter, o~e daughter in law and 1 darling grandson who's favorite thing to chew on
when he come to visit is a wooden tapestry beater. Watch out Peter Collingwood!

from the editor: Jane is much too modest. She is not just a fiber artist; she is an artist,
period! She is a creative professional painter, photographer and basket maker. Add to
that her designed and stunning silver jewelry. She has won awards at prestigious Art
shows and festivals in all of the above categories.
In addition, Jane is one organized leader. She has held offices in Fiber One, The
Creative Gallery, and Pinecastle Center of Arts; is currently on the board of the-Maitland
Art Center and goodness knows where else. She has been the WoO Secretary, but I remember her best for the great job she did as demonstration chainnan (we didn't have to
say person in those days) when I was president. We went all over - mostly as a club and
not as individuals - Had the whole park in Wmter Park, did demonstrations at Disney in
the gazebo, and also in their craft house before it was changed. We were on the map~

....
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McLEAN WINS THREE BLUE ~-•·
RIBBONS AT STATE FAIR

Talent and creativity abound at a state
fair. To walk away with three first place
awards puts Jane at the top of winners.
A wedding pillow, overshot jacket and
another weaving provided a display of
inspired weaving/sewing and originality
for these awards.
Jane's workmanship is well known to
the members of Weavers of Orlando. It
was her idea for individuals to present
Betty TerLouw, mentor, with "samples"
on her birthday, but these samples won't
go into a drawer or be stapled to a draft.
Jane collected woven sample pieces
from members and designed a patchwork
VEST just for Betty. The stitching and
handiwork,expertly in evidence, bore the
signature of Jane. For once, Betty was
more than willing to accept a non-birthday gift!
CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST
WISHES FROM THE GUILD TO DR.
AND l\1RS. JUDSON MARTIN
Better known as Kay & Jud, wedding
vows were exchange between Katherine
Tompkins and Judson Martin on the 17th
of February at the Riverside Presbyterian
Church in Cocoa Beach.
Even the sudden drop of temperatures
could not put a damper on this beautiful
wedding. The aesthetic, newly built
church provided a perfect setting for the
lovely ceremony.
Did the bride choose her stunning
mauve gown for the special detailing on
the back, knowing her back would to the
congregation most of the ceremony?
Did the groom, smashing in tux and
borrowed tie, feel the least bit uncomfortable? Not one bit!

The WofO and IRWG, as well as
Cocoa friends, filled the chancel, but the
real thrill to the happy couple were the
many family members coming from far
and near to offer their love and support.
:tvffiMBERS MAKE FRIENDSHIP
QUILT FOR THE MARTINS
Invitations to the Tompkins-Martin
wedding stressed gifts not be given as
both had households with more than
enough items to fulfi11 their needs.
Guild members, understanding but
hoping to establish an heirloom for the
couple decided on a Friendship Quilt,
not to be stored in a cedar chest, maybe
not even draped on the bed, but maybe as
a hanging upon the wall.
Participating members were given
squares upon which they could impart
their own creativity. Either white or
natural was the only requirement. Jane
Plante and Carol Maier arranged the
versatile squares of linen, silk, satin,
laces, handwoven, embroderiery, tatting,
and jewels into an attractive design.
Carol pieced together the quilt - truly a
magnificent display of art and love for
two loving and lovely people.
BLIND WEAVER GIVES THANKS
TO EVA WALSH
The Orlando Sentinel had an article by

Sandra Mathers on Arvena Farley, basket
weaver. Unfortunately Farley suffers
from macular degeneration and is legally
blind. About to give up on her hobby,
she credits Eva with teaching her how to
''feel her way."
··
Eva teaches basket weaving at the
Beardall Senior Center every Thursday
Someone drives Farley to the center, and
Eva picks out her colors and lovely

baskets are turned out. Walsh has also
taught other blind weavers.
Walsh also teaches at Crealde. She
and Karen Branen recently had an exhibit
at Crealde.

To keep things moving,don't bring things
for the donation table at the April
meeting. May picnic is usually a good
time to exchange and/or sell.excess yarn.
LOVE and HUGS to our infirmed:

JANE PLANTE HAS AN OPEN
HOUSE EXIIlBIT AT HER STUDIO
Art Works, in Orlando, Friday, March 9.

Gail Blitch still on crutches
Jean Bruce wearing splint for carpel-

tunnel
Images '96- New SmyBc.-March 9-10
Winter Park Art Fest.- March 15-17
Deland Art Fest. - March 30-31
MARCH 28 - Random Kindness Day
Mike Chambers reports Virginia West
has been contacted for Jan.'77 workshop
sensuous silk or twill. Lucille Creighton
as been contacted for April '78, Rags to
.t..t..ft ............ .t..t..t.
Riches.
Sharran Fish reports applications for
Scholarships are available from HGA
for workshops anywhere for citizens of
the US or Canada. The grants are given
by Silvio & Eugenia Petrini.
Call Sharran for more information.
WHAT ARE OUR MEMBERS
DOING?
Rudell has designed and copied
stationery for President Lorna.
Grace Smith and Ruth Thompson both
looked great at the Martin wedding.
Linda Sloan attended a show in
Philadelphia. EYa was in the city also
giving a workshop. Eva will go to Peru
in June and than Convergence '96.
Good to see Patti Booher up and out at
the last meeting.
Mazy Adolph is looking great and is
very active after all her surgery.
Berna reports the Spin-ins are very
successful.

Margaret Johnson on new medication for
double vision. They think it is helping.
Mary Mahon still suffering with neck and
back. Will not be able to do the Triaxial
Class at conference. Ann Revels will
probably teach the class.
MARCH 28 - Random Kindness Day
Jud says the Quilt is on a Rug Hugger in
the bedroom. There was a fine article
with picture in the Mt.Dora newspaper
on the quilt.
Cathy Oberaitis thoroughly enjoyed her
class on Tartans with Norman Kennedy.
FIBERCATIONS '96 moving right
along.
Gloria is having trouble finding rooms as
too many singles have been requested. If
you asked for a single and are willing to
have a roommate, please call Gloria
Corbet, 352-589-8367.
Ann McKenzie is offering to take 2
people for the April workshop. She has
a double bed
Mike has a friend with 4-H LeClere
Nilus Floor loom -54" $700. with extras.
Call Martha Burdick 855-0980.

. -s-

TIPS AND TRICKS_;_ NOT FOR BEGINNERS ONLY
On July 6th, Diane Click and Audrey Smith will lead a program
that should prove helpful to every weaver, spinner and basket
maker. We will offer tips and tricks to better enhance your
craft -- but -- in order to do this, we need your help. Do
you have a special tip or trick that you use? Think about
it. There may be some little step you do that may be of
benefit to everyone ... some step or trick that makes your
weaving, spinning or basketry easier, -please let us know
about it. Place your tip on a piece of paper and pass it
along to Diane or Audrey by the June meeting. We will
combine all tips together on a sheet for a guild handout.
In conjunction with this program questions concerning
weaving, spinning and basketry will be answered. Diane and
Audrey would appreciate these questions in advance so an
indepth answer can be given. Some demonstrations will be
presented. Did you know our guild has a large warping reel?
Have you ever used one? This would be a good time to see one
in operation. Other useful equipment and tools will be
available for demonstration or usage.
Please help make this program a real success .... get those
tips, tricks and questions to Diane (407-452-4709) or Audrey
(407-273-2998).
ANN NUNNALLY DEVOTES MUCH
TIME TO DEMONSTRATIONS
Ask a busy person to do a job. Ann is
a dental hygienist and even works some
nights, but she found time to demonstrate
five times in one week. Putting on a long
warp and lugging that floor loom around
· was award enough she said when the
children from the schools were so
enthusiastic they could hardly wait their
turn to have a chance to weave.
Other members have been demonstrating the past month at Scottish Games and
the Florida Orange Festival & Seminole
County Fair.

MEMBERS AGREE TO CONTINUE
HGA MEMBERSIDP DONATION
The Board voted to continue to send
HGA A GUILD membership to be
designated for Fiber Trust in Betty's
name. Last year $1.00 was sent per
member ($75). This year with 100
members (although some have not yet
renewed) it was voted to send $100.

0t ~
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REMINDER: Bring your handwovens
for the Guild table to Conference

Guild received $~58.59 in donations
·

rh/ "- last year.

Spinning Group to Meet on March 24th, 1996
by Berna Lowenstein
The spinning group will meet for the third time
on Sunday, March 24th from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. at
Lois Baker's house. Save the map in this
newsletter, for directions to her house.
The first spinning meeting in January was well
attended at Berna's apartment. Perhaps, it was a
little too snug. We had a bit more room during
the second meeting in February. The third
meeting in March should have lots of room.
Lois has a large living room, so I bring a wheel
and spin with us.

If you would like to attend and don't have a
wheel, please call Berna Lowenstein at 407851-3194 and I'll bring one for you to spin on.
If you don't know how to spin, we'll teach you.
No charge. Just come and have fun.

WECOME NEW MEMBERS
Katie Gardner
2224 Long Cover Ct.
Oviedo, FL 32765
Edna Mae Dumas
708 Bellvedere Rd.
Orlando, FL 32820
Ph. 407-568-5535
Robin Myers
578 Mellowood Ave.
Orlando, FL 32825
Ph.407-282-8493

......

Edna Dumas met some of the Guild
demonstrators at the Scottish Games, was
intrigued, invited to the February meeting
where she became interested enough to
purchase a rigid heddle loom. She lost
no time learning how to weave on it,
brought her first project, still on the
loom, and became a member!
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FOR SALE
36" LeClere Loom-12-dent reed
Folding Floor Loom, 4-Heddles
Ann McKenzie - 352-669-1340

SHARRAN'S CURRY FRUIT
Sharran Fish
3 cups peach halves 1 can pears
1 can apricots · 1 can pineapple chunks
1 can Mandrin oranges 1/4 c butter
1 cup brown sugar 1 tsp.curry powder
1 cup nuts
(or cinnamon)
Drain all fruit well. Put in large pyrex
dish. Mix rest ingredients well. Bake 1
hour at 325. Stir occasionally. Good as
side dish,over ice cream,cake or dessert.
Also, add or delete fruit of your choice.
(I deleted marachino cherries.)

FIBER GRAMME
Editor: Kay Lee
1025 Wildmere Cove
Longwood, FL 32750
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